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Who Do We Think We Are? week 2010 
 

 

The week of the 21st to 27th June 2010 is officially ‘Who Do We Think We Are’ week.  During this week, 
schools are encouraged to look at the issues of identity, diversity and ‘Britishness’ with their pupils.  There 
is an excellent website that provides lesson resources, activity plans, toolkits and 
assemblies for all the key stages.  Please take a look at www.wdwtwa.org.uk/ for 
more details.  Within this website, there is a special section for “Global Learning 
and Community Cohesion”, written by Hetan Shah, Chief Executive of the 
Development Education Association:  www.wdwtwa.org.uk/news/1578/global-
learning-and-community-cohesion.html 
 
Many of the resources, recommended by this website, are available for loan from 
our resources library.  Visit our website for details of membership and to 
download our resources catalogues:  www.globaledeucationderby.org.uk 

 
 

Top Tips for Starting a Global School Partnership 
 

 

Global Education Derby work with schools across the East Midlands and receive many requests for 
help - often when a school partnership is encountering difficulties! The early stages of partnership 
building are essential. It is best to start on solid foundations from the beginning in order to make the 
most of your global school partnership. Here is the key advice we pass on to schools to make their 
global learning journey more manageable and enjoyable:  
 

·  Take stock  – Sit back and think hard before you begin. Why 
do you want a partner school? How does it fit in with your 
school priorities and ethos?  Who will act as international co-
ordinator? What time will they have to develop this area? What 
will be the benefits for your school community? How will you 
monitor impact? 

·  Audit your curriculum  – Look at what you are already 
doing and identify where a curriculum based project with a 
partner school would naturally sit. Where will your partnership 
and curriculum overlap to provide an enriching learning 
experience for all? 

·  Use specialist support  – Take time out to attend training or 
buy in INSET before you begin the search for a partner school. 
This saves time and trouble in the long run and provides access 
to valuable advice and resources. Look for Development 
Education Centres (GED is one!) or local authority officers in 
your region who can advise. 

·  Get everyone involved  – Senior management input is vital 
to establish and sustain a global school partnership. There will 
be obstacles to overcome and success is much more likely with 
a head teacher fully involved.  Local councillors, community 
groups and parents are also likely to be supportive if they are 
aware of your plans. 

 
 

·  Exercise patience  – It often takes time to find a partner 
school and to establish communication. Deciding on joint 
projects and exchanging pupils work also takes time. Flexibility 
and understanding are needed. 

·  Communicate – Use text messages, e-mails or telephone 
calls to establish regular communication. Find out what works 
for you! Do you intend to visit each other and develop the 
partnership face to face? Plan ahead. 

·  Start small and simple  – Don’t try and “do Africa” – use 
tried and tested project ideas to get you started and build 
confidence.  What would your partner school like to do? Look at 
websites such as global gateway, e-languages to find simple, 
fun ideas to inspire and plan together. 

·  Be clear  – Set expectations early on. How often will you 
communicate? How will you ensure that everyone has a voice 
and that “different ways of doing things” are respected? Make 
sure that you are all aiming for the same model of partnership - 
equitable, educational and sustainable - to avoid 
misunderstandings and stereotyping. 

·  Challenge your own assumptions  – Try and be open 

minded. A global school partnership can be life changing, taking 
participants out of their comfort zone and broadening their 
outlook.  Make contact with other schools that have previous 
experience and tap into their expertise. 
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GED’s Global Youth Action Group  received funding from Mediabox  to 
make a feature length documentary charting their learning journey 
through connecting personal, local and global issues. This documentary 
will be called ‘Mine, Yours, Our Journey’ and features individual stories of 
the young people’s journeys so far in life, a survey of different 
communities and areas in Derby City, the process of turning the survey 
data into a creative output, presenting their findings back to the 
community and overall how global youth work can help change and 
transform the lives of young people. This documentary will be available 
on DVD to youth workers as an example of good practice. Look out for 
your free copy in August. 
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Our Global Youth Action group is always open to newc omers. If you’re aged 13-21 (or know someone who 
is) and interested in exploring issues that matter to you and making a positive contribution to your 
community then please get involved. Sessions current ly run every Saturday from 2pm-5pm  at Global 
Education Derby .  Lunch is provided. Free to participate (membersh ip of GED included).  Session 
dates for this summer are: 
 
�  29th May 

�  5th, 12th, 26th June 

�  19th June at 
Love Music-Hate Racism 
event in the 

 Market Place, Derby 

�  10th, 17th, 24th, 31st July  

�  7th, 14th August 
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Are you looking for new opportunities for your youth group? Want to get involved 
with Global Youth Work but don’t know how? Global Bites follow a global youth 
work approach, including the 3 elements of Connect, Challenge and Change but do 
not require long-term commitment. They are specifically designed to engage young 
people and to provide them with opportunities to take the first steps towards global 
learning and action. GED will support your Group to take action through a 
Challenge based on one of these themes: Influencing decision-makers, 
Environmental action, Raising awareness, Celebrating community, Challenging 
inequality/social justice. Global Bites can help to meet ECM outcomes. GED has 
funding to offer a number of Global Bites to youth groups in Derby City and 
Derbyshire County. 

 
 
 
 
 

To find out more email: 
 alison@globaleducationderby.org.uk or ruth@globaleducationderby.org.uk 
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In March 2010, the DEA published this Practical Guide for Youth Workers. The Guide contains 
practice information, tips and learning from the five Global Youth Action projects run over five 
years in England.  Limited FREE copies are available from GED 

The Global Youth Action Group would like to invite you to 
a showcase of part of their documentary film. At this 
event the group would like to present their findings from 
surveys they have done around Derby City. They wish to 
express their findings creatively: through art, music, 
dance and drama, and will facilitate an open discussion 
with the audience about their findings. They then will host 
workshops for other young people, transferring creative 
skills they have gained through the project.  
 
Saturday 3rd July   Part of 
3-6pm     Be Inspiring Week 
QUAD, Market Place, Derby  2010 

www.globaleducatio nderby.org.uk  
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Hosting a visit from our link cluster in 
Bangladesh, Belmont Primary School. 

Mark Todd MP visits World 
Awareness Week, at Belmont. 

 

Community Cohesion & the Global Dimension: 
ADVICE & SUPPORT 
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In September 2009, Belmont Primary School was inspected by OFSTED and was highly praised  for its Community Cohesion 
(CoCo) and Global Dimension work.  
 
“It has identified the need to develop a more globa l and multicultural dimension to its 
work and to this end has established good links wit h a school in Kenya and with 
schools in localities that are more diverse.” - OFSTED Sept 2009, Belmont Primary School 

 
Belmont has made considerable progress in its CoCo 
work and currently acts as an Ambassador school for 
Global Education Derby. They were active participants in 
the Derbyshire Community Cohesion Project and are the 
Lead School in a Connecting Classrooms Project with 
Bangladesh. They also have a link with a school in 
Norfolk and international links with Japan, Kenya and 
Australia. 
 
Belmont Primary School is currently in the process of 
submitting their application for the Full ISA, having 
obtained the Foundation and Intermediate levels in 2 
consecutive years. 
 

If your school would benefit from advice and support with CoCo and developing the Global Dimension in your school then 
please contact Jo Smith – CoCo and International Coordinator, Belmont Primary School, Swadlincote, Derbyshire DE11 8JZ – 
jsmith@belmont.derbyshire.sch.uk / 01283 217782 
 

Open Afternoon 
Advice Surgery 

Do you need help 
with: Community 
Cohesion, School 
Linking, 
International School 
Award, Resources? 
 
Our ever-popular OPEN AFTERNOON 
ADVICE SURGERY will be held at the 
Global Education Centre on Wednesday, 
26 May.  We still have a few 
appointments available between 1pm-
5.30pm.  Please contact Yvonne to book 
– yvonne@globaleducationderby.org.uk  or 
download the flyer from the website.  
Alternatively, if you do not have any 
specific queries, please drop in any time 
between 3pm-6pm.  This is an 
opportunity to visit our Centre, browse 
the resources, chat with our staff, 
meeting other teachers and have a 
cuppa and a cake!   

Annual Review 
2009/10 

Our latest Annual Review is now 
available to download from our website 
http://www.globaleducationderby.org.uk/
Annual%20Review%202009-10.pdf 
Copies have been 
circulated to local 
schools, via the 
school bags.  If you 
would like a hard 
copy sent to you, 
please contact us.  

Membership 
GED’s  membership scheme is aimed at 
young people, teachers, youth workers 
and educational establishments such as 
schools, youth clubs and colleges.  For 
more information, please look at: 
www.globaleducationderby.org.uk/memb
ership.htm 

Resources 
We have an 
extensive library 
of resources 
which our 
members can 
borrow from us 
free of charge.  Catalogues can be 
downloaded from our website or you 
can pop in to browse.  
www.globaleducationderby.org.uk/reso
urces.htm 
 

Meeting space 
The Global Education Centre has a 
meeting space for hire in our eco-
friendly, ethically-run centre in the heart 
of Derby City..  We are located on the 
edge of the Cathedral Quarter and offer 
a discount to our members.  Look at our 
website for more details. 
www.globaleducationderby.org.uk/meeti
ng%20room.htm 
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Diary dates 
 

June  
Gypsy Roma and Traveller History Month - 

www.grthm.co.uk/  
1-7:  Volunteers' Week.   UK's annual celebration 

of the work volunteers with events held 
across the country to recognise, reward and 
recruit volunteers -
www.volunteersweek.org.uk 

5: World Environment Day. WED 2010 is 
aimed to be the biggest, most widely 
celebrated, global day for positive, 
environmental action -
www.unep.org/wed/2010/english 

 8: World Ocean Day.  This year’s theme is 
Oceans of Life -
www.theoceanproject.org/wod/ 

8-12: National School Grounds Week .  A week 
of focused activity encouraging schools to get 
outside and use their grounds - 
www.ltl.org.uk/schools_and_settings/program
mes/programmes.htm 

12: World Day Against Child Labour .  For ideas 
of how your school can mark this day, read 
www.globaldimension.org.uk/index.aspx?id=3
06, which provides an introduction to some of 
the issues. 

12-20:  Bike Week - www.bikeweek.org.uk/  
14-20:  Refugee Week &  World Refugee Day 

(20th).  Different paths, shared future - 
www.refugeeweek.org.uk 

17: World Day to Combat Desertification and 
Drought . This year is the International Year 
dedicated to Biodiversity -
www.unccd.int/publicinfo/june17/2010/menu.p
hp 

21-27: Recycle Now Week.   Let’s waste less - 
www.recyclenowpartners.org.uk 

21-27: Who Do We Think We Are? Week.  
Exploring identity, diversity and citizenship - 
www.wdwtwa.org.uk 

 
July  
4: International Day of Cooperatives.  Look at 

www.ica.coop/al-ica/ for more information. 
11: World Population Day .  www.unfpa.org/wpd 

August  
9: International Day of the World’s 

Indigenous People  - 
www.un.org/depts/dhl/indigenous/ 

12: International Youth Day .  Celebrates the 
experiences and voices of young people - 
www.un.org/esa/socdev/unyin/iyouthday.htm  

23: International Day of Remembrance of the 
Slave Trade and its Abolition  – 
http://portal.unesco.org/education/en/ev.php-
URL_ID=27835&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL
_SECTION=201.html 

30: International Day of the Disappeared - 
www.icaed.org/ & 
www.icrc.org/web/eng/siteeng0.nsf/html/themi
ssing 

 
September  
3-17:  Organic Fortnight. A National celebration 

of organic food and drink -  
 www.soilassociation.org/Businesses/Marketin

gsupport/OrganicFortnight/tabid/105/Default.a
spx 

5-11: World Water Week  - 
www.worldwaterweek.org/ 

8: International Literacy Day -  
http://portal.unesco.org/education/en/ev.php-
URL_ID=53299&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL
_SECTION=201.html 

11: World First Aid Day -  
www.ifrc.org/what/health/firstaid/wfad.asp 

16: International Day for the Preservation of 
the Ozone Layer -  
www.uneptie.org/ozonaction/events/ozoneda
y/  

17-19: Clean up the World Weekend -  
www.cleanuptheworld.org/en/Activities/clean-
up-the-world-weekend-2010.html 

21: International Day of Peace  - 
www.peaceoneday.org/ 

26: European Day of Languages - 
www.cilt.org.uk/edl/ 

27: World Tourism Day.  This year’s theme is 
“tourism and biological diversity” - 
www.unwto.org/wtd/ 

October  
Black History Month : 
www.channel4.com/culture/microsites/O/originatio
n/teaching.html 
www.movinghere.org.uk  
www.blackhistory4schools.com 
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pathways/blackhisto
ry 
International Walk to School Month -  
www.iwalktoschool.org/ 
1: International Day of Older Persons - 

www.who.int/ageing/en/ and 
www.un.org/esa/socdev/ageing/index.html 
have more information. 

1: Jeans for Genes Day - 
www.jeansforgenes.com/ 

4: World Animal Day - 
www.worldanimalday.org.uk/index.asp 

4 : World Habitat Day - www.unhabitat.org/ 
5: World Teachers’ Day -  www.ei-

ie.org/worldteachersday  

9: World Post Day  - 
www.upu.int/world_post_day/en/index.shtml  

13: International Day for Natural Disaster 
Reduction  - www.unisdr.org/  

14: World Sight Day -  www.v2020.org/ 
16: World Food Day  -  

www.un.org/Depts/dhl/food/index.html 
Also search “food” on 
www.globaldimension.org.uk for ideas. 

17: International Day for the Eradication of 
Poverty  - www.un.org/depts/dhl/poverty/ 

17-24:  One World Week.   The theme for 2010 is 
“Peacing Together One World” - 
www.oneworldweek.org/ 

24: United Nations Day  - 
www.un.org/en/events/unday  

30:  CSV Make a Difference Day  
www.csv.org.uk/campaigns/csv-make-
difference-day  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

What’s happening at GED & how you can find out more  
 

 
GED host a termly drop-in afternoon at our Global Education Centre in Derby – appointments can be made, if you would like to have some 
one-to-one time allocated.  Global Citizenship Network meetings are also termly and are normally hosted by schools - we try to vary the 
locations to cover the whole of Derbyshire and Derby City.  We run a half-day INSET “Introduction to Global Citizenship ” - if you would like 
more information or would like to pre-register for the next course, please contact Lisa or Linda at GED.  The cost of this INSET is £70 per 
person, but we will offer 2 places free of charge  to any schools/organisations who become full members of GED (cost £100).  The Youth 
Team run a regular Saturday Global Youth Action group and their Global Bites sessions can be booked with us.  Please take a look at our 
website for other ways that you can get involved, or look out for our 
flyers in the school bags & information on the circular/intranet. 
 

We recently delivered a course to a Derbyshire school and 
immediately received this message back from them. 

  
If you would like any more information, please contact us. 
 

Global Education Derby, Registered Charity Number 1 049591.   
Company limited by guarantee registered in England & Wales No.2642026 

Global Education Derby, 12 Bramble Street, Derby DE1 1HU. 
Tel/fax 01332 298185                   admin@globaleducationderby.org.uk 

 
Supporters of Global Education Derby include: Department for International Development, EMNGPS, British Council,  

Heritage Lottery Fund, V, Oxfam, Derby City Education Service, Derbyshire Education Improvement Service 


