
The Derby Schools Linking Programme aims to bring communities together 
by linking schools from across Derby and Derbyshire. We bring together two 
classes from demographically diverse primary schools creating year-long 
curriculum rich class links for pupils in Key Stage 1 or 2. School Linking is 
endorsed by the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government 
(MHCLG) and the Department for Education (DfE).  It is referenced in the 
newly-published integrated communities strategy. 

The Linking Year 

The children will meet three times in the year, usually the first of these 
meetings is at a neutral venue followed by visits to each school in the 
spring / summer term. They exchange work throughout the year and 
through this structured programme explore four key questions:  

 Who am I? – exploring identity 

 Who are we? – celebrating diversity 

 Where do we live? – promoting community   

 How do we all live together? – championing equality 

Benefits to Students 

 Develops skills of enquiry, critical thinking, reflection and communication 

 Develops trust, empathy, awareness and respect 

 Provides opportunities for children and young people to meet, build new 
relationships, work together and contribute to the wider community. 

Benefits to Schools 

 Offers a clear and strategic contribution towards the spiritual, moral, 
social and cultural development of pupils 

 Provides a meaningful experience of British values in action as children 
respect diversity and celebrate individual liberty 

 Nationally recognised as offering a positive, age appropriate curriculum 
response to the Prevent Duty. 

Our Involvement 

We help you make the initial link and provide you with training and support 
and all the resources you need to make your linking project an enjoyable 
process and, above all, a success! 

How to join 

All schools, including academies and minority faith schools, are welcome to 
express an interest in participating.  Please contact Yvonne Luce 
(yvonne@globaleducationderby.org.uk) for more information. 

Exploring identity, celebrating 

diversity, championing equality and 

promoting community 

Global Education Derby 
1st floor, 32 Charnwood Street, 
Derby DE1 2GU 
Tel:  01332 298185 
www.globaleducationderby.org.uk  

“The linking model can have a positive impact on many aspects of pupil’s skills, attitudes, perceptions and 
behaviours, particularly their respect for others, their self-confidence and their self-efficacy, as well as 
broadening the social groups with whom they interact.” 

National Foundation for Educational Research (NFER) evaluation of School Linking  



Want to know more? … 

If you are interested in joining the programme, which starts in September 2019, please let us know.   

If you would like any further information, contact us and we will be happy to answer your queries. 

Email:   yvonne@globaleducationderby.org.uk  

The Linking Process: 

 Headteachers express interest in joining a local linking project and linking with another school.  

 Global Education Derby brokers a link with another school in discussion with both headteachers about their 

priorities.  

 Headteacher signs an agreement to release teachers for two training, sessions, pay for transport to enable a 

neutral venue visit and a visit to the other school and to host a visit in their own school, and very 

importantly enable Curriculum time for the classes to exchange work.  

 Teachers attend training for half a day in September and meet their partner teacher.  

 Classes exchange photographs, names and identity work linked to the PSHCE, Art and English Curriculum.  

 The two classes meet for the first time, preferably at a neutral venue to work together on fun activities, 

facilitated by Global Education Derby, The Open Centre, cultural campus organisations, etc. 

 Further work is exchanged, including curiosity questions which deepens the contact. E-linking opportunities 

develop the IT curriculum.  

 Teachers meet for half a day training in January/February to plan spring/summer visits to the two schools.  

 Further exchange and class visits take place. 

 A celebration event may be planned or a final exchange and goodbye.  

“Children gained confidence when meeting new people who 

are not from the same background, built friendships and had 

a lovely time.” 

Teacher, Derby Schools Linking Programme 2017-2018  

(Speaking about their neutral venue visit) 

“Great to have the opportunity to discuss and share ideas and 

successes and be able to plan the exchange days, so they will be 

mutually beneficial to both groups of pupils.” 

Teacher, Derby Schools Linking Programme 2017-2018  

(Speaking about the CPD) 
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